
To say we live in uncertain 
times may be clich®d, but it is 
nonetheless true. The turmoil 
that has hit ý nancial markets 
around the world also poses a 
threat to our economic security.

Over the previous decade we 
faced other challenges, such 
as the Asian economic crisis 
and uncertainty following the 
2001 terrorist attacks, but 
strong leadership from the 
then Liberal Government 
ensured continued growth.

Malcolm Turnbull has offered 
bipartisan cooperation from 
the Liberal team to help 
Australia through these latest 
challenges.  Malcolm brings a 
wealth of economic experience 
that I hope the Government 
will seek out.

Just as Christmas is a time 
for many families to come 
together, the New Year is an 
opportunity to focus on new 
opportunities. I wish you a 
joyous festive season and 
look forward to working for our 
community in the year ahead.

Best wishes

Simon

December2008
In this edition...

Hot Topics
pg 2-3

Older Australians
pg 4-5

Community News
pg 6-7

Here to Help
pg 8

CHALLENGING TIMES

Simon Birmingham ̦ Liberal Senator for South Australia 
61 Henley Beach Road ̦ Mile End SA 5031 

Tel: 08 8354 1644 ̦ Fax: 08 8354 1655 ̦ Toll Free: 1300 301 638
www.senatorbirmingham.com.au

Liberals have been ý ghting hard to deliver urgent relief for pensioners 
and other Australians struggling with the rising cost of groceries, 
housing and pharmaceuticals. 

As an initial measure, Liberal Party legislation giving an immediate 
increase to the single age pension passed the Senate, only to be 
refused by the Rudd Labor Government in an amazing display of 
contempt for senior Australians.

With the Prime Minister admitting he could not live on the single age 
pension rate of $273 
a week, it deý es logic 
that he insists people 
must wait until yet 
another review is 
completed. While 
the government 
has caved to 
pressure by offering 
one-off bonuses 
to pensioners 
and carers, what 
happens when that 
money runs out?

A u s t r a l i a ô s 
pensioners, carers 
and retirees need 
long term solutions, not just short term handouts. Laborôs policies are 
already putting pressure on the prices of private health insurance and 
hospital waiting lists. 

Many Australians have also watched their savings or superannuation 
base erode this year. People need help now, not later, and certainly 
not after another bureaucratic review process.

LIBERALSô URGENT RELIEF FOR PENSIONERS BLOCKED



Simon talking to community volunteers with 
Senator Fisher and Malcolm Turnbull

In September this year Malcolm Turnbull was elected leader of the Liberal Party. Malcolm is a man 
of great knowledge and drive and will serve the people of Australia well. Malcolm brings a very 
welcome fresh and progressive approach to take the Liberal Party and Australia into the future. 

Malcolmôs capacity and leadership 
has been on clear display during the 
current ý nancial crisis. He instils a 
coný dence in those around him that 
Australia needs.

I have the pleasure of working closely 
with Malcolm on a range of issues, 
especially the water policy issues 
surrounding the River Murray where 
he initiated and led national reform 
measures. Malcolm has visited 
South Australia on several occasions 
this year and is fully engaged in the 
issues facing our state. 

MALCOLM TURNBULL TAKES CHARGE

Kevin Ruddôs promise of a laptop for every 
school student has crashed and burned 
and now even the follow up promise of a 
computer for every secondary school student 
has been scrapped.

There may be some funds for computers, 
but there is no money for IT support or 
software. Rather than being an education 
revolution, State Labor Education Minister 
Jane Lomax-Smith let the cat out of the bag 

saying that funds for new computers would 
actually be used to replace existing ones. They 
wonôt even be providing additional computers!

The Computers in Schools program has 
largely ended up being about replacing 
existing computers, with no money for 
support and no money for software. Few 
schools have seen any actual increase in the 
number of computers available for students to 
use. So much for the education revolutioné

A COMPUTER FOR EVERY SCHOOL STUDENT? 
NOT ANY MORE!!

What Labor MPs really think of the Education Revolution:

ñHardly a revolutionò

Julia Irwin, Labor MP, House of Representatives, Julia Irwin, Labor MP, House of Representatives, 
20 October 2008
Julia Irwin, Labor MP, House of Representatives, 

ñThese are replacement computers.ò

ñI reiterate that these are replacement computersò

Jane Lomax-Smith, State Labor Minister,
Budget Estimates, 
27 June 2008




